
1689 Baptist Confession, XXII.1 
 

But the acceptable way of worshipping 
the true God is instituted by Himself 
and so limited by His own revealed 
will, that He may not be worshipped 

according to the imagination and 
devices of men, nor the suggestions of 

Satan, under any visible 
representations, or any other way not 

prescribed in the Holy  Scriptures. 
 
 

I.6 
. . . there are some circumstances 

concerning the worship of God, and 
government of the church, common to 

human actions and societies, which 
are to be ordered by the light of nature 
and Christian prudence, according to 
the general rules of the Word, which 

are always to be observed. 
 
 

A Faith to Confess  

(Modern English 1689 Confession), 
22.1 

 
But the only acceptable way of 

worshipping the true God is appointed 
by Himself, in accordance with His 

own will.  Consequently He may not be 
worshipped in ways of mere human 

contrivance, or proceeding from 
Satan’s suggestions.  Visible symbols 
of God, and all other forms of worship 
not prescribed in the Holy Scripture, 

are expressly forbidden. 
 

1.6 
We also accept that certain aspects of 

the worship of God and of church 
government, which are matters of 

common usage, are to be determined 
by the light of nature and Christian 

common sense, in line with the general 
rules of God’s Word from which there 

must be no departure. 


